PR  Vereda do Pico Branco The Footpath
The frall starls of Regional Road E.R.111 and. following

] e Terra Cha the way fo the fop of Pico Branco we come across a huge
prismatic formation in which the foofpath itself was carved.
It is called Rocha Quebrada, or the Broken Rock. The
sleepest climb of the walk Is done along o heafer fence, in
which it becomes similar fo some walks in Madeira, the
climb ending in a rock fissure af Crisfa do Cabego.

The foofpath goes on among a landscape where
cupressus (Cupressus macrocarpa) dominates, unfil the
walker finds a fork leading, on the right fo Terra Cha and
on the left fo Pico Branco, or White Peak, the second
highest in Porte Sante. It has that name because of a white
rock column where there was a lof of dyer’s weed (urzela).
which was exported from Porto Santo and used in making
dyes and other specialifies.

The Pico Branco and Terra Cha is part of the European
network of communitarian interesting places - Natura 2000
Network , Directive Habifals, since it evidences flora and
fauna endemic specimens (earthbound shellfish - snails).

This is the only spot in Porfo Sanfe where the larges!
quanhity of indigenous flora was recorded in the best con-
difions, mainly because it is located In rugged areas and
hardly accessible slopes, if accessible ot all. The indige-
nous vegetation Is mostly composed of herbs and shrubs,
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FICO BRANCO 450 m x Here, two relevant specimens of sea birds can be

'/\ Coloa found, namely the Cory’s Shearwater (Caloneciris dio-
medea borealis) and the Commen Tern (Sterna hirundo).

onsar Al Terra Cha there Is a recently restored white stone house,

having in mind to propagafe endemic plants, fo reinfro-

duce them into the environmenf and fo carry forward sci-

entific research.
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Cobege do Corangueia

Underneath Terra Chéa, o cave named as Furna dos
Homiziados can be seen. f was an old hideaway for
outiaws where, according fo the fradifion, several people
found sheller on their escape from justice or from Algerian
pirate ralds. A legend tells that in one of those emergen-
cies the roof collapsed, burying all those who were there.

Various natural sightseeing spots on this frall allow the
walker fo see a greal deal of the Porfo S5anto Island, from
Serra de Deniro, Pico do Concetho, lihéu de Cima, Pico do
Macarico, Porfela, Rocha de Nossa Senhora, the city, part

legend of the beach, Pico Ana Ferreira, Espigde dos Morenos, fo
Calheta and lthéu de Balxo.
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Terra Chd. Return [s done on the same foofpath.




Description

Distance: 2.7 Km (+ 2,7 Km rehwn)
Time: Th30

Highes! point: 450 m

Lowest point: 184 m

Starl: ER. 171

Finigh: E.R. Terra Chd

Warning
Water springs unavailable, fake drinking waler.

Contacts

Emergency number 1z
Civil Profection 291700112
Volunteer Fire Department (Porto Sanfo) 291780060
Tourlst Office (Porfo Santo) 291982341
Taxis (Porfo Sania) 291982334
Local Festivilies

* Fesia de Sde Jodo - 51, John (24 June)
* Fesla de Nossa Senhora da Grago(14 and 15 Augusi)

Handcraftls

Palm tree-leaf hats; Embroldered palm free sprouts; Bamboo
baskels; Clay stafuelfes,
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Walking Code

PR

- Avold nolse or oclions against nafure,

- Do nol lake plants or animal with you.

- Do not throw rubbish away (fissues do nof easily decompose).

- Do not light fires.

- I you are a smoker do not throw cigareties ends on the Roor,
keep them for the dusi-bin.

= Do nel change or damage the signs.

For your own safety ...

- Before starting oul make swre you have updafe Instructions on the
route.

- Let someone else know where you're going ond when you expect fo
refurn.

- Be sure fo confirm the Fme i will foke so thal you can finish before

nighifal,

- Take some exira food and waler with you.

- Wear sulloble clothes and shoes:

- if possible lake a mobile phone whit you:

- In case of heavy rain or sirong winds do nof go on and/or furn back

using the same roules.
- Don't foke risks.
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